By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Mushroom hunters and campers 
are already getting plenty of use out 
of Prairie Creek Park this young 
season. 

“Td hate to guess how many 
pounds of mushrooms have been 
taken out of here the last couple 
vreeks,” said park caretaker Jim 
Pierce, “probabiy 300 or 400.” 

Pierce said the 106-acre park in 
the southwest section of the county 
accepted its first camper of the 
season during the mid-February 
blizzard and that campers have been 
a familiar site there since mid-April. 

The park — which opened in 1972 
— has 42 modern camp sites. “Ve 
decided to make it a multi-purpose 
park similar to Fowler Park,” 
explained Vigo County Park 
Superintendent Keith Ruble. There 
are modern restrooms for the 
campers and even hot showers. 

À baseball diamond near the front 
of the park gets good use, said Ruble, 
and there are two tennis courts 
available. Over three miles of trails 
wander through the park”s Miami 
Trail Nature Center. This woods is 
an old growth area, dominated by 
Sugar maple trees, and is one of the 


Cleanifip mushrooms 


Rick Johnson, Melba Johnson, John Campbell and while camping in park in southwestern Vigo 
County. 


Thelma Johnson prepare for a mushroom feast 


Solitude | … Entrance to park 
Fred, Freda and Heather Powers take a quiet boat ride to enjoy thé outdoors. 


rairie Creek 


2. 
Haven form 
and campers from the area 


VÉcualert 


last remaining examples of the esriy, 
forests of Vigo County. 


There are two lakes in the park: “ ç 


one near the front, which is just over 
two acres in size and an 18.5-acre 
lake near the back. Persons fish both 
and also swim in the smaller one. 

“Fishing is good,” said Pierce. 
Ruble added that the Indiana De- 
partment of Natural Resource 
Division of Fisheries stocks the lake 
with large mouth bass, red-eared 
sunfish, channel cat and bluegill. 
Added Ruble: “Fishing is excellent 
on the back lake.” 

Ruble went on to say that the 
county raises small channel catfish 
each year. ““They get up to 10 or 11 
inches in the fall and then we release 
them in different parks.” 

An old log cabin made of huge 
square beams is used every 
February and March to boil sap into 
maple syrup. 

“We probably make a thousand 
tap holes in trees each spring,” said 
Ruble of the maple sugaring process. 
Students from around the county are 
bussed to the sugar shack to see the 
annual process. Ruble figures about 
2,000 county school children wit- 
nessed the event this early spring. 

The maple sugar is sold at the 
Courthouse. “VVe still have some 
left,” Ruble said. “It makes a nice 
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Marie Brush and Geri Roach and 
their families have been camping at” 
he park for a number of days 
already this spring. They”re just tvyo - 
of Tnany families with trailers at the 
park this season. 

“You vrouldn”t believe all the 
people carrying bags of mushrooms 
out of here,” said Brush, ‘it's 
unreal.” 

She said their families generally 
start their camping season at this 
park each year and end up there in 
the fall. In between, they stay at 
many other area camp grounds. 

“Its always quiet here and 
everybody”s friendly,” she said. “VVe 
all walk around and visit with each 
other.” 

Roach said the park”s shelters are 
popular spots for big picnics and 
reunions. ““Ve had a family reunion 
at one a couple years ago,” she said. 

The ladies said two sets of 
campers have had their trailers at 
the park since March. 

“The park always fills for 
holidays,” said Pierce. He noted 
shelter reservations for weekends 
are about filled for the first part of 
the summer. For more information 
on this, Pierce said to contact the 
County Park Department at the 
Courthouse. 
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2 This sign vvelcomes visitors to Prairie Creek Park, which is part of Vigo County. 
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“Gls 5h $ onur Le 
PE day will be Park and jcial M LME docu- 
Reéreation Day at the. second "meris, wearing apparel and In- 
annual Banks - of - the - Wabash|dian artifacts. 

Festival yvüich opened Saturday i Ruble said the land on which 

‘at Fairhanks Park and will!the park is located was once 

continue through Sunday, May owned by the Miamis. as was 

31. i most of Indiana, Illinois. Ohio 
Grand opening and dedication and Michigan. 

at 10 a.m. of the Prairie Creek Others expected to be present 

Park in the southwest corner of|will be county. officials. mem- 

Vigo County and continued work|bers of the Vigo. County Park 

on the cabin raising at Fowler Board and the Prairie Creek 

Park will be two of the special Conservancy District. Larry 

events for the day. |Gibbs.. representing U.S. Con- 
Among those present for the|gressman John Myers (R-7th 

dedication will be William Hale İDist.) also was expected to at- 

from Eaton, a town near Mun- İt ad.” 

cie. who is Chief of the Miami /”” 

Indian Tribes to whom the park Ruble said conducted tours of 

will be dedicated. the park will be "offered be- 

Ter Ta İy tween 11 a.m. and 12 noon and 

Keith Ruble, co-ehairman with advised those planning to take 

Pat Daugherty for the day”s 

program, said Chief Mon-Gon- See FESTIVAL 

Zah” will bring with him some On Page 2, Column 1 
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LG ROL ING — "ə rolling ue ra séveher evêhie Hobducted Euaddy 

afternoon :infthe art ot Fairbanks Park. The event was ‘to be 

conducted Saturday; postponed due to rain. Other events Sunday 

included row boat contesfs, distance canoeing end on ‘innertube race. ot 
by Kadgl” +75 apte : —5k7-23 
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OPENING CEREMONY 25. Gladys Phillip center, along with other. duğu 
"of-the-VVabash c Hiciols and” special guests cut the ribbon SPEAEN to open 
the second “ans en şestival, To Mrs. Phillips’ left is Gene , i 
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27 : mu LJ HI 7e JUN) ei) 
ə” Poll ES which began in Élinton and fin- 
quo Ya “ə ekished in Terre Kaute,} vas won 


Continued From Page 1 


Ad mn tait cet 4” a 4 
the walking tour to wear com- 
fortable shoes. 5%, WU à 
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The €abin ralsing Will begin 
at.Fowler Park where a log 
cabin, now aboğt onethird com- 
pleted. will Be worked on by 
Park Department employes. 


The old fastioned school yiflli te a m ed to, win the distance 
| canoe event. Tim Supp. North. 


noon” at the Hittle Red’ School) 


be if} Bession / from 10, ün. to 


House at New Goshen and will 
be in çharge of members of the 


öy Dick and Ritk. Ryan, in the 
over 18-year-olğ” division. The 
dud “von the eveğt in lwo hours 
and six minutes: Second: place 
went to Bob Heck and Frank 
Miklozek, Jr.; fhird, place, to 
John Garrard and Daye Erick- 
son. də A s ö si 
In the ? 8-year-old, vision. 
John Moore: and David .Michl. 
both from Terre Haute South. 


and John Hicks, South, com- 


bined for ete pars üs 


Vigo’ Gounty fRetired , Teachers|." This year the Junior Board se | 


Association. 7 *'w 4 


sponsoring a trophy for the 


Public viewing of. the filmihigh school which earns the: 


Showing many Terre Haute doc- most points in the unde? 18-| 
tors in the 1920"s and 1930's vrill year-old age group for “river, 
begin on Monday afternoon, iaetivities. Five points “are | 
June 2 at 2 p.m., and continue avarded to first place finishers, | 
each afternoon at 2 p.m. through three points for a second place, 
Friday, June 6 in the Fairbanks|and one point for a third place. 
Park Wabash Federal test esi” Terre Haute North leads 
part of the Ranks-of-the-Wabash|competition thus far with 14 


Festival “Old-Time Movies.” 


points, followed by Terre Haute: 


According to ‘Ann Newman.|South with nine points, (41 | 


Vigo County Library Fümi.Tuesday will 


L'brarian, his 16mm film is 
fragile and must be treated and 
Anspected each time it is pro- 
ie:ted” “This Yenits the times 
the film can be shown to the 
public. so vve hope many people 
who want to. see this historic 
film will be aible to do so dur- 
ing the Festival,” she said. --"* 
“The film was recently de- 
positpd, in the Historical Collec- 


be Farmer's| 
Day, ‘with  ‘‘Farmer's “on 
Parade” event at 11 a.m. and a, 
display of old and new farm! 
equipment at Fairbanks Park ai 
12 noon. A ham and bean dinner 
will be offered by 4-H leaders 
from 12 noon to 8 p.m. yə iiz 
Dr. John Marten, agricultural 
economist from Purdue Univer-| 
sity, will speak at 8 p.m. in the, 
community tent about what re- 


tion of the Vigo County. Pubilicisources will be required by! 

Library, by Dr. Alexander VV.İfarmers so that (hey çan "Te- 

Cavins. The film was taken by|main in the farming business, 

the kate Dr. Charles Wveth. who|according to a report by Maÿ' 

was in. practice .locally, as a Miller, extension .agent for 

radiologist. à community development. 
+ ++ se et orient 


Other events Monday includel Wednesday will be Senfor 
two. film festivais "and perform- /Citizens” Day” Thursday will be 
ances by members of Commüm-/Youtf) Day and, Friday will be 
ity Theater and the Happiness Community Progress Day. Last 
Bag Touring Company. A com-İ/yveek-end of the Festival will 
plete gchedule .of all events far|feature on SatürdAy the Mara- 
M wi tbe listed at the end İfhon-Marathon,  Hovercraft ral- 
of th/$ örticle, “* +".  İly, BOW Day at the Circus at 

Two activities, postponed Sat-|Hulman Civic-University Cen- 
urday because of the day"sıter and a Western. Square 
stend? downpour, were com- Dance at the Montgomery Ward 
pleted” Sunday afternoon. Bo arə ƏSMƏSİ 


di 


, parking lot, 9925 

m"i8g rolling competition. for| Sunday"s program” wii “fea. 
persons 18 years and over, ture the BOW Festival Antique 
James Jones took top honors, (Car Show from 9 a.m, to 5 p.m 
follovved “closely by Jerry Ryt- lat: “üFairbanks “Park. ”” riyer 
ledge” Im tfñe 18 years and un- €vəhts, youth éhurch services 
der group, Kevin Morris, Terrelamd a Festival of "Churches 
Haute Nortil, and South”s Sonny |mass choir”eonceft at 5 p.m. 
Underwood grabbed first plac- — 
es: Yet zut at sen, 37 

Morris also took first place 
İn the row boat race for con- 
testants under 18 years of.age, 
while Calvin Rutledge, Jr..won 
the row pont race for hesauer | 
18-year old group, and my 
Wright, grabbéd second Et 1 


oq L mi. + "+ ec? “arte 
Sonny Underwood took another 
blue ribbon in- the innertube 
race, capturing top honors in 
13 minutes. Jess VVilkinson 
placed second. 
The distance canoe race, 


tival at Wabash Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan Tent, Fairbanks 
Park. 

5 P.M. to 7 P.M. — Bluegrass 
Posse amd Art Monroe -and Gina: 
Jo. 


7 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. — Vigo: 
County Choral Club. 
7:30 P.M. to 9 P.M. — Mar-) 
shaïl. M1, City Band. 1 
9 P.M. to 10 P.M. — Rebus: 
(Rock) 
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Target date for constructiomis 
jEÉPRc tee to be early August, AC- 
|eording to Ruble who said “As 
Soon as contfactors fake a look 
al our blueprints and hid are 
advertised and awarded:.. well 
be-ready to go." {als 

Max Miller Countv Fixtension 
Agent said : Wednesday “night, 
‘The blueprints are alrenriy 
drawr up. We ‘anticipatéd: the 
money and mnw ve"ll be rends 
fo, go Lo work." demain 

Included in the development 

of the Prairie Créck Park viH 
be a unique “back-pack camp 
ir a” which Ruhle says relales 
İlin CAMP areas out Vest, 
b “The only Evo ways your he 
İnble lo get into this back pack 
jarea WT be by font ar boat, And 
1what you lake into this areas is 
{what you"ll bring put,” Ruble 
commented. 


mat: 


(R-7th Disi.). 


the! “eetimaltoq"" cost, 7710. ‘be 

Ho pointed out {hat the eli matched with state and local 
pack area'""wilt be located adia- funds. 

cent la a 20-acre watershed'area Supt, Keith -Ruble of ;ithe 

which will be flooded this fall. conmty vecreation department 
Development of a modern and said: 


creative playground will he one 
of the many highlights téatured ” 
at the pa:k. Rüblefiremarked 
(hal playground cquipruent to be 
used al the Prairie Creek Park 
was earlier displayed publicly at 
the courthouse. 3 
"The playgtonmi equipment. is 
the most modern and -czeative 
in on the market today 
Lu 


nd'it'is constructed ? \vith * the 

hild's safety in mind." said'the 
‘county parks superintendenty / 
‘ "Other highlights at the park 
Will include à two-mile "marker 
and “tagged” trail :whfch * vili 
"Have: many” jo ) this” ’ard's 
natural plants/ahd épedies iden- 
itified by tag. so, that hikers ,çan-. 
fenloy: thétnalural: history ofithe 
“Vyabash Vülley-reglon. ni. 

Fishing ahd possibly à 
ming” vvill İ/İü//favailable 
park, along with az ehmbinz hg 
areas. ?, Həə 
"Veli haye two? "design 
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Funded' federally, through the 
Burealt of OuÉdüor 
LS. Departtie”t of the Interior, 
the «grant İs for $63,467.30, half 


Recreatiot}, 


“Um quite pleased to feceive 


"tenti:”” sad Rublèt PH nəmin? [camper 
Tennis courts, two ball fields, |dogrs.an 

-and a playground will highlightihe, wants .1o t 

“he aclive NT area, while|his, own uu mnöted, Ru: 
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Grant Boots 
Park ii 
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Creek 
(127,000 100-nere” prolecteöf the 
iVigo" County Park £ Recreation 
Department, has received: 
pere matching funds “grant ‘ap- 
prüval, acecordirg" to a report 
from 'Congressman John Myerr 
vəyə 124 
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"ale, ian and I think the ae A 
resilents will enjoy the ideas”ye, 
have in mind in developing tbiş 
park,” stated Keith Ruble. coun- 
ty pàtks duperintehdetff./ 11 
Ruble “emplinsizerl that the 
grant ‘Was ” 
primarily from "he, result of as 
fonts by athe West; Gentral ‘Inn 
Economie. r/Developinemi 
. John ; Hanley of 
conservaliantat 
Ned Penningiqn anda oitmber 
of other orgahizationritr. 


issue‘ 


meri, 


“nn funds will he sed: for: the, 


a en mulli-purpose 


a small ponf.. 


srin iy 


"gün. the pə bun 


şini 


this. a at 


passiv will belble, R 
“əəə Teampe r may Furds” Will, "hip, be” “sef "10 
ev “İsimpiy, enjoy duree 4 the| co: co à a, road aie +5 hé 
camping areas. One for trailers manne .. seeB l'erect a i Enance 


and 


one. fo: campers using 


"The passive ‘À Rİ mi the: building: 


restroomş” 


“and 
el 


development ot 29 campsites, 50 
picnic sites. two picnic shelters” 


playground 


area. as well as construction of” 


V qalı 


necessary unde:grot ground 
trical wiring. 

Application - for : the- federal 
grant was, öriginaily made 
through ‘the «Department of 
Housing and , Urban “Develop: 
ment, but local authogities be: 
came aware of the recent “HÜD 
freeze” and : quickly ‘*reapplied 
for the grant through “BOR. |; 

“When we realized.:the HUD 
freeze-"ivascoming idi We ‘ap; 
plied with the, Bureau of Out- 
doo=Recreation.-We.were happy. 
ta hear Congressman Myers’ 
announcement Wednesday, be- 
cause (ve submit [our grant 
application one.daÿybelore the 
BOR" şə "deadline * öh federal 
granisi”” remarked> WCIEDD 
staffez, ğohn:Sheehaf, - 


elec- 
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Tüesdoy, July 25, 67 ” 43 


veləbinent in nn uas affecte the_ 


toner ane and flood cogtrol 
aspects of the existing water. 


:<hed project İle also reported: 


(hat information from the analy- 
NS suggestod that the flood 
control project itself may result 
in a part time lake of some 80 
acres. 

But whether it can become a 
permanent recreation facility, 
and perhaps even expanded at 
a later date. “only time will 
itell:”” < " 
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 CREATING A NEW PARK-—Officials of the e Vigo County Park Dar and the Prairie 

“Creek-Vigo Conservaney” District" met Munday to exchangé papers— a check for: $35,000 and 

the deed to 100 acres in Prairie Creek Township. The site will become a mulü- Pinces park 

featuring a 2 əv dəə the first of four p röpoşsd “| each corner of the county. Signing 
se 


the deell was B. Deutsch, chairman of the con ney district, while witnesses were 
(from the left) or D. YVuks, district financial secretary, Max G. Miller, president of the 
park boar Burch 1 Harlan, district secretary; James. x” nəl ib for the district, and 
VVilliam əəən park board. op Amd du. 


Fe — -- 


—— 


Community Affairs Fr” 


Yİ) eeTiTi Riy LIERART 
b a HAUTE, INDIANA 


TERRE REFERENCE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


RER 


Penirie Cesew 


Fa 


} y K, 9 1 - di mo Ce ) 
Vigo County Public Library 
PRAIRIE CREEK, PARK. .... — si zrə 
DO NO A ii CULATE 


We£core {Lo Prairie Creek Park, named 
after the Little toun 06 Prairie Creek 
An the southwestern section of Vigo 
County. 100 actes o£ beautiful 

no Ag topography offering Vigo County 
nesidents an excellent outdoor play- 
ground. 


PICNICKING - Thene are approximately 
50 pacnte tables to accomodate 
picnickens. Ovens are available at 
some 06 the sites. PLEASE BUILD FİRES 
IN GROUND FIRE PLACE AREAS, 


CAMPING - Camping £s available on yean- 
round basis, Fees are changed from 
April to September. Charges ane: 

$1.00 a nite pek unit An the primitive 
area; 52.00 a nite per unit with 
electucity. 


SHELTER HOUSE - Thene are 3 Large 
3helter houses with accomodations fon 
150 people at each shelter, Electric 
outlets and a £ireplace may be used 
by visitors. For nesenvations, 
contact the Vigo County Park and 
Recreation Department office. A 
deposit fee of $10.00 46 nequined. 
This £5 nefundable. 


BOATING AND FISHING - A boat namp 45 provided fon boatens and fishermen. The 
use of elecbuc motons only 45 nequested. Good Fishing! 


HIKING - Trails fon hiking through diféernent types of forest and open areas 
ane provided and ane adequately marked fon directions and general information. 


MULTIPURPOSE PLAY AREA - The mu£ti-purpose play area wi£l£ provide tennis, 
basketball and other small play apparatus. 


ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND - Set up with the child's Antenest An mind. Adventure 


, playground offers dhe chitd the challenges and fascinations that ane vitally 
needed (on a growing child'a education. 


#% PLEASE NOTE: Prairie Crneck 48 undeveLoped at present. Development will 
begin by mid 1973. 


pe z @7 fə 5 } 


msirution 
of Hey Yiso 
Pat to Start 


Com Afaba. Fİ 
Hs RARES RA fees Fil 


Tribune Staff Writer 


CGroundbhreaking E geremonies 
for the courty's second all-pur- 
pose park are tentatively sched- 
uied for next week. fëllowing 
the awarding of a 3123, 432.65 
construction contract Wednes- 
day. 

The Vigo County Park and 
Recreation Board Wednesday 
alternnon awarded the contract 
for construction of a pond, roads 
and buildings at the Prairie 
Creek Park site to Haley Broth- 

ne onstrüction Corp. 


Only three bids were suh- 
jected for the project, with two 
jof them dealing with pond con- 
istruction alone. Park Supt. 
Keith Ruble said the park board 
feit that the low of Trousdale 
Excavating for 53,849 was not 
the hest, while they were ad- 
vised not to accept the bid of 
Donald Stephens Excavating for 
$5.721.80 because of potential le- 
gal complications resulting from. 
itie lack of a signature on ths 
nid 
| The successful bid was for 
1532.438.65 for roads and 370.944, 
İfor huildingş and pond construc- | 
ülon. 

The 108-acre site in Prairie) 
Creek Township was purchased | 
last year from the Prairie Creek 
IConservancy District at a cost 
of $35.000. A Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation grant of 563,400, 
matched by park department 
"non-reverting capital funds, will 
finance the park's development. 

No definite date has been set | 


for the groundbreaking, al-! 


ithough Ruble says Tuesday is a 
ilikeiy date. County officials and 
İpark board members will be in- 
ivited. 

{ When county residents visit 
ithe park, to be completed by 
"next summer pending good 
‘weather, they'll be zreeted by 
a variety of recreational out- 
lets. 

Although swimming will prob- 
abiy not be offered. fishinz, 
boating, hikirg along nature 
trails. trailer and primitive 
campisg and, of course, 
pieniekinz will be available. 

In adöıvdən. a baseball dia- 
mond already on the site will be 
svailabie gə the public on a 
roservatina basis with the 
Prurie Creck Youth Association 
league games having first prior- 
us, Ruhle noted. 

A'sa alreads on the property 

atree autsert th 400 poplar 
ne, plantel, The nüreery is a 


iparticular Ruble project, aimed: 
at suoplying trees for other: 
county parks and land. i 

Bidding on the construction of, 
ithe Prairie Creek Park marked, 
ithe first time that the county | 
park department has not com- 
| pleted its own work on a park. 

Outside construction was neces- 
sary because of the secpe of the 
project. Other contracts are still, 
to be advertised, Ruble said, ən, 
vvater lines, a multi-purpose 
court and playground equip- 
ment. 
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Work Under Way m” 
On New Vigo Park 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tibune Staff Writer - 


Goundbreaking  cercmonies 
for Vigo Countv's new Prairic 
Creck Park took place Tucsday 
“Morning, “With Circuit Çourt 
Judge C. Joseph Anderson and 
several other county officials | 
joining members of the county!| 
park board and Supt. Keilh'Ru-! 
ble in turning the first ceremo- 
nal shovels of earth. 

Haley Brothers Construction 
Corp. vas awarderl the 
$123,432.55 conttact for the, 
work, which includes construc- 


ə. according to Supt. Ru- 
e. 

A basoball diamond alrcady 
on the site will be available to 
the public on a reservation basis 
with the Prairie Creek Youth 
Association league games hav- 
ing first priority. 

A trec nursery is also already 
on the county property, with 400 
poplar irecs planted The 
nursery project will supply trees 
for other county parks and land. 

Ruble noted that this was the 
fisst time that Vigo County has 
nat completed its own Work on a 
park. Outside construction was 


.. 
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tion of a pond, raads and büild-İ necessary: because of the scope 
Îings. The successful bid was) of the project. Other bids will be 
252.488.63 for roads and $70,944;advertisced later (or water lines, 


for buildings and pond construc- 
tion. 

The 103-acre site in Prairie 
Ceeek Tovnship \vas purchasctll 
last year from {he Prairie Crebk 
Conservaney District at a cost 
of $35.000. A Bureau of Outdoor | 
Recreation grant of 663,400, 
matched by park department! 
non-reverling capital funds, will} 
finance the development of Vigo! 
County's second all-purpose 
park. 


| 
The park is expected to be: 


completed by next summer, 
weather permitting. Fishing.! 
boating, hiking along nature 


trails. primitive camping and 
picnicking will be available.i 
Swimming will probably not be: 


a multi-purpose court and 

plavground equipment. 
Members of the county park 

board are Max G. Mille’, presi- 


dent: Susan McCarihy, John 


İ Etling. Fox Burns, Boyd Schep- 


per and Everett Spence. 


PM sante x fi ipi “Ru SLT : 
GROUNDBREAKING AT PRAIRIE CREEK_PARK From left are Max Miller, president of 
the Vigo County Park and Recreation Board; Hank Haley of Haley Brothers Construction 
Corp., (he general contractnr; Vigo Circuit. Court judge C. Joseph Andersan; counfy coun- 
cilman Don Myers: park bnard member Susan McCarthy and cnunty commissioner Frank 
Kaperak, A poud, roads and buildings vill be constructed on the 108-acre site in Prairie 
Creek Tovnship. This will be Vigo County”c second all-purpose park. Work is expected to 
be completed by next summer,” d House of Photogranlıy Photo 
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Progress on Vigo County"s se-) perform an annual inspection/of 


cond all-purpose park in Prairie the dam, emergency spillway 
Creck “Townstup cominues to: 


oc forward am an agrée lal outlet area of the lake to 
ment oq its operation has been, determine needed maintenance. 
reached. İThey will also jontly review 
Lloyd B. Deutsch, “uyan, usage rof the. park to determine 
of the Prairie Creek-Vigo Con |any Tadverse conditions which 
servancy District, and Max G.i R 5 
Miller, president of the Vigol are detrimental bo the” purpose 
County Park and Recreationi the lake, :! °° . 
Board of Cnramissioners, have,  Thæmemofandum stipulates 
signed a memorandım of, fİrat “the boæñd will "İnform the 
agreement after six months of: district of” planminğ and vork) 
| discussion on the document. © {| with the district to develop al 
; Under the agreement. it “vil, program of effective co- 
be the mutual responsibility of| 0Peration. 
both organizations to promote 
ublic interest and su t 
12 bprehənsi ve phans for the Gİ: the park department also to: 
derly use and development of , “Police refuse in and around 
natural resources in the area. ithe leke restting from park 


, 


Y 8. 1874 ei 


greement “Reäthed 
Far s and 


+ + 
It will be the responsibility of: 


The conservancy district com- 


| southwestern Vigo County. The 


\flood-controi structures includ- 
ing a 30'acre lake which was 


district. has completed threel 


iment-control (measures and, 
stabilations of the area as set 
forth in a Resource con 
servation Plan. developed with 


usage, : : 
prises some 19.000 acres in] “—Develop the park with sed: 


the assistance of the Vigo Coun- 
Soil and Water Conservation 


.completed in September 1973. 
| ER + all Distniet. a 

—Submit ali, proposed con- 
struction plans within the 
district to district officials for 
their review. —. 

The conservancy district wi 
be responsible ta;- 

Inform the: board of 


The park board and district 
will also work together to deter- 
mine- effective ways'to use and 
develop natural resources to 
achieve maximum benefits to 
the community and. meet| 
50.2 . ...ə mutual | 
problems and develop a plan to! : istri 
meet the needs of sən dA re of active 
Within the dostrict boundarres. ! co-operation and any proposed 

Representatives of the pes | changes or amendments (o the 
and park cificials will jcintyh districts plan. 

à —Madultain ‘the dam,| 
emergency spillway and outlet| 
area With assisbance of the park 
department. _ | 

—Review ali construction: 
plane for- future: developmentsi 
to safeguard against severe sed-| 
iment damage or any other! 
measure which would adversely 
affect the lake, ə 

—Suhmit to he park board a 
major construction plans m- 
volving the districts works of 
improvement for review by the 
board. 


+ + + 

Deutsch noted that the defin- 
ed purposes of the two hodies 
prevention, and .controi 
measures, control erosion, im- 
prove drainage and develop 
recreation. The district, he said. 
has or will develop a plan to 
systematically provide these 
benefits . to residents of the 
vvatershed area. 

The 100-acre Prairie Creek? 
County Park site was purcnased 
complement each other. The 
park board was set up ta 
develop-lard and facilities for 
recteational purposes, while the 


conservancy district vasi 


( 


53 
5 MAN 


2 4. 


a | 
established to carry out ftocd 


for $35.004 from the conservan-| 


ey distuict in July 


1972. 


i cted 
undbreaking Was conduc : 
int 1973 after the board 
awarded a #123.000-construction 


ot the. park. 


hasibeen set f 


ri “ 


; Con- 
act to Halev Bros. 
25 Corp: for development ? 


y 


The park is expected to be 
corapleted this year but no date 


or the opening. 
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The State of, Mana has re 
ceived a check from the Fed- 
.eral Bureau hidoor Recrea: 
tion in the amôtint, of $25.992 for 
‘the Prairie Creek Park. it was 
-announCed Fri lavsby.Joseph D. 
Cloud, director of: the Depart-: 
ment of Natural Resources. 

The check, whichewällsbe sent 


to” the VigosCo Park and: 

əəə ii represents 
part reimbursemöüt for the con- 
:stcuction of the. picnic shelters.| 
"latrines, comfort station and 
Imaintenance shop. in _the”park. 
İ The proiect is receiving finan 
cial assistance from the Land! 
‘and . Water Conservation Fund, 


which. provides ... cent of 
the əst, for acquisition of-lands 


Eu waiers and “the “develop- 
m Xu public autdonr ecrea | 
Li Sand facilities. This fed 


L'assistance program İs ad-! 
mi iste Ted by: the Indiana De:| 
Rə fe of Natural”Resources.) 

ition to obligating money! 
+ projects, the. denart-: 
ə Ən ə funds» avail- 
A tv and county park 
əz dı boards. 70007 
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HU dam that is Prairie” Creck m ETS No. 3 .. he 
site of ts ulure ae : ark “vas” condücted Friday by -memhers of the P irie 
Creëk Un . ”Vanc "ict "the Vigo Couiffy Park & Recreation Department. /nspec- 
/ fors. included (İr he "Teft) öRuble, coüinty park” debarin ent superimipiidesi, dat 
Kester and Forrest Tohfikon, members of the conservaney His He M and Loyd. Deutsch, 


“ehairman or, that hody:” Tnitinted” for Hood Control the”15-acre- created by, (he, struc- 
“ture wi, be “Te” site “of” the 100-acre Prairie əəə Couniy Park dad to ope “ə next year. 
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re was nue) 
Mond . nisht following a meet | 
ing of the Vigo County Park and 
Recreation ET | to mvestigate | 
the poss bility of acquiring from 
three to five acres in the | 
IPcairicton area For .a park. 
Nameced were Chet Burkevhie, | 
assistant park superintendent: 
Bill Morris: Prairicton Town-| 
ship ‘rustee: Douglas Hughes, 
.and Kim Keeney. (See related 
Vphoto:on page 18). 


Sr 


Consensus was that (he coün-) 
tv department would prefer to” 


hu rather than. lease or Tent 
fa site for a small park. Super- 
Lintendent Keith Ruble said that 
residents of the area vvould like 
{to have a playground for small 
Ichildren, as well as tennis 
courts. 

Ahout 20 persons attended the 
regular monthly meeting of the 
Park Board, which was held in 
Pra:rieton. 


Also discussed were fees and. 


charges at Fowler Park, tabled 
"until the Jan. 27 meeting of the 
board at the Red Cross Build- 
ing. 


faire File 
"T9 FORT Excavating. 

VU Li: 1 County, Park Superintendent 
PR Keith Ruble said the contract 
134 let gwithin- a few “days 
İ | or: tion of Bi hard- 
1522 m Mər əb” ırt—111 feet by 
VE TET ər EE i basketball. 

Bids Were opened and taken | Volleyball. ge ating and 
alisi advisement Monday in other. activities—is + seheduled 
ithe Vigo County Park and Rec- for not later than June 1. 


səki 


Co. and $17,999.99 from Don” 


restion Debartment for a multi | Prairie Creck Park (100 acres | 


ö . “vith a 20-acre lake) is located 
lpurpose court to be constructed About a mile north of Prairie 


Tat Prairie Creek Park, a newCreek and a mile-and-a-half 
‘country park slated for opening "eaşt of Ind. 63 on the Quinn Ru: 
" this season. 21 , and. mill obserye its grand open: 
Ti ” 
| Low bidder of the three firms | ME on, June, 3. 
submitting bids, ail within $100) 
of one anotheP: vas: Haley 1 4 
Construction Co. at $17,909.°The 
heç ‘bids were $17,947 from 
‘the  Dixie-Craft Development: 


RE 
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By COLLEEN BLACKETER” of the lake to: delöua 
Tribune Staff Writer adverse conditions | 


dindirər dəl , ......coc - 2 
A joint inspection of the Prai- 
rie Creek VVatershed Structure 
No: 3 and the Prairie Creek 
Park is scheduled for Friday 
. with the Prairie Creek Conserv- 
ancy District and the County 
Park and Recreation officials. 
ğ 
i 


"The Conservaney District and 
- the Park Board have “vorked- 


could occur by the accumula- 


. together to develop the 15-acre ; el | font 
16 2 ion of. trash and litter or by the County 
lake in souhenst Vigo County, deliberate blockage of the over- control reserv 
| intended only for food control, flow area. He said deliberate | ‘each other. The a LN 
| inia a recreation area for lhe blockage! would probably be an U set up to deve iL inelüde pronfe 


local community." “Meri ız , ə əd 
— uu .empt to raise the s. of recreational purp hi : . 
Both organizations share the the lake, \ Lan Distri à restronms 190 os field. 


.. .mutual responsibility to. jointly The Park ı mn carr t flood He 
pue an annual inspection sponsible ıı rc Y e ion dəə To ER Cons ə” PAT GT 


ht — mi 2 2e 3 em 


——.... 
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so the park has been “0 resulted. The 
ön the smaller lake. vx in the are 
“The impact of 
... es. “cou 


pleted in 1947. 
RTE. be ompleted 
a tennis court. a. camping area. 3 was finished in 1973. The three əə protect 2.000 


a 2” dock, trailé and b: The Prairie Creek aa] acres. Flooding had “occurr 


ancyv RU Was 
+ mn de və bi gö 1954 meule .. öz 7 SE 
> à de sea 
tails with "he Conserv afea due to t 


1 ğ 
— — “ the > right to levy taxes on ithe! channel in the creek created zi 


ETS su acı m The ta: SFR ON of lanc 
cpl ch 


İ 5. A 
... the qin ban d St stalla onİt 
dəə at z park. GE | rom bül Loc e -. . ... del. + Press hər 
Lis He aralar vin tre lie fl mal g viinmelit har "eli the) sediment from forming in the 
n | Piel the. vis lakes due ta erosion. 
he total cost e installa-! 


Pasture 

| tige on 668 acres. | 
Forty-six -acres of trees have: 
been planted. ”” | 


/ “The lake will provide excel- 
lent recreational QPoor tunes 


Pennington has worked withls 


x ötərİİfo cal landovvners to, develop per. -ı d adequately with 
at rat 74. RUE Rec, An “conservation. practices €: yation practices. 
inga or qara. of the vvatershed areas.f 


Ass /tyatervvays hate been! 
We xi ph on 24 acres ”of: the area.: 
üntv y These walerways «prevent soil | 
of from eroding:: vvith: the running) 
Water. rov qəni əni 
- Drop structures have been in- 
le by “using tiles and drain-. 
X5 age devices to drop-vrater from 
; qs one: level in anolner to prevent! 
1 ernsion. These structures. have) 
m of been used,in 22. areas. ı 
s haye been 
a used on. 8.120, acres. The use 
“TV of diversion. controls water: on 
Sa Stable grade, For instance, 
water is diverted to go around 


ten said: “The “lake: will, also) R AT sata À 
provide -excellent-wildlife hab- T€Ady L 
itat. especially to Len payla or: themselv 
parlé shore ” and) On /ulve2,/ 


aquatic.an r 
rats "dadı 0 

Penning “si Tü LE were prevented to craps. COL 
regrets now is that. Prairie tv roads. bridges and homes 
ə an ropa Structure No. 


cause of the flnodse 
oT a Tecreation-. |Consider able 
PS i à 0:acre:l: kelshgrs the lake: 


ed as a multi-p 
ntrol and + 4 


“multi-purpose ould $1 
be məluma for power! 


Pennington. For € 
on the > lakes. $1,4 


: boats and water skiing, Pen: trot. la hill instead of down (he hill 
nington said. the lakes a İiv/here more land would erode. 
“The Park Board could not buy The total VER yoli . Farm ponds have "been, built 
, land” on Structure: No, “1 ör the İakes an ş 2.067. (if, şə places, 4 


Structure No. 2. a. 60-acre lake, Pennington sai 


ı other pene- | : Penni ington also | orked vit with 
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Got a sweet tooth? 


Try maple syrup 


M MAP ? 510% 


À pioneer treat is in store 
for Prairie Creek Park visitors 
The maple syrup camp is ready 
to operate — a day awaited by 


the park department FILL ‘ER UP — Earl Slavens, employed by the Vigo County 


Park and Recreation Department, checks the flow of sugar 
water from the trees at Prairie Creek Park. Some syrup is 
“being made this week and is available in limited quantities. The 
sap didn”t flow as freely as Park Superintendent Keith Ruble 
had hoped, for the Park Department's first Maple Festival this 
spring. Persons wishing to visit the syrup operation should 
| check with the Park Department office later this week to find 
out when the next batch will be made — and that depends on 


Mother Nature. 


ADJUSTING THE: EVAPORATOR — Rance Clawson has numerous duties with the Vigo 
County Park and Recreation Department. This year he’s learned a new skill — how to make 
maple syrup. Rance is shown making an adiustment to the big evaporator in which maple 
sugar water is boiled down. The weather didn’t cooperate very well this year in the county 
park department’s project at Prairie Creek Park, but some sap is flowing and some syrup 
‘is being made. € 


FINISHING TOUCHES — 
The Vigo County Park and 
Recreation Department puts 
finishing touches on its “nevv” 
log cabin at Prairie Creek 
Park that houses the maple 
syrup-making operation. 
Steve Fonner is shown here 
finisbing the chimney. A 
stand of maple trees nearby 
would have provided: lots 
more sugar water if weather 
conditions had been ideal. The 
operation is proceeding this 
week, though at reduced ca- 
pacity. Visitors are welcome 
to visit the park and observe 
the syrup making. 
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3 Hal Indiana Assdemélon of 
,Conservancy Districts in Indian- 
:apolis recently honored the 
Prairie Creek-Vi 1 dn. 
ey District as the: outstandidg 
conservancy district. 
state. AG 

Lloyd Deutsch, Farmers- 
burg, was honored for his years 
of service and also received a 
plaque. Deutsch, chairman of 
the original steering commit- 

stee organized in 1956, is now 
serving his 10th year as a state 
“director on the board. 
! The district, authorized Aug. 
116. 1964, in the southwestern 
"part of Vigo County, was cited 
for a significant and progressivel 
land application program. The. 
program is conducted vvith the 
technical assistance from the 
Soil Conservation Service. 
eutsc n uma 
memorandum of understanding | 
between the Vigo County Park, 
land Recreation Board and the 
İ Conservaney District was sh 
led Tast” March”fer--a plan of 
İrecreational development and 
\land use needs. Taese will! 
linclude a new county park to 
open this Spring which will pro- | 
[vide boating, camping. hiking. 
tield sports and picnic facilities. | 

An “important factor in the: 
avard” selection was the 
District's purchase of a 65-acre 
tract for a unique, wildlife area 
to be maintained as ‘a per- 
manent wildlife habitat area 
and wetland. 

The District also was cited for 
its “outstanding job on afnual 
maintenance needs of the com- 
pleted structures to date." 
| "We are in the process of get- 
ting plans for the channel 
through five and öne-nalf miles 
of Prairie Creek,” Deursch said. 
land it looks as though by No-! 
İ vember the board will be in a! 
i position to let the contracts for 
cleaning the channel.” İ 

He emphasized that these: 
plans had to be cleared with en.| 
:vironmental, forestry and wild! 
life conservations agenices. i 

The citatıon noted also that} 

during a severe rain storm in; 
(1973, an estimated $100.000: 
damage was prevented to crops. ! 
lroads and bridges as a result of 
two comoleted flood control! 
structures. 


in the|. 


The District 18 “an” excelenci 
example of a local ordizdli 
helping to solve local problems 
of the local people, according to 


‘the citation. : 


Deutsch, who was elected 
chairman of the district after 
the locak board was. appointed 
.by the late Judge H. ‘Ralph! 
Johnston, has been re-eleeted, 
:subsequently and served as 
: Chairman since tñat time... | 

The present board members) 
‘also were .on the original! 
steering committee. They are) 
Forrest Johnson, RR 23, vicel 
chairman; Burch Harlan, RR| 
22, secretary: Clebert. Kester, 1 
"Prairie” Creek, and H° Dean 
Weeks, RR 23, financial: clerk. 
Leon Franciş: Davis, Prairie 
Creek, -is the contracting of- 
ficer.… : 


4 L 
=, £ 5 ə 


0,8 
“rğ 
& 
y 
lg 
“öz, 4 5 


Vigo County Public Library 


Hİ) 
i 
, 


| z. Coms Affairs Fe 3 
| de o. əş ” əə 


hing. New. Pie inin 
BTOOPS s. OGC Creel the ər of the re 


Writer Caicago area, Ruble, ul lespecially for 


æ ; |superintendent Chet Burkeyble “Hi yal Jen 
Som: and different "Th iy, Par 
in tais part of the country ÊES several knowiedgeable in- hi "hər Con des 


dividuals her together oxer 
coming: tq əə a! s dravid is Han ar (ə crete for tennis à 
ns ... 


5 spehdinkesihe” - vita, 
lar area (hab can, be # 
year- “ m. mə 1 də 
recreational CHERS were al? 
, enthusiastic about” this projects 


"ən ex sil, 200 
= elit “Ruble,” Vigo*®Gou 
Park and pRecreationwSuperinà, Ruble add vi ib A üz 1 

İ başkoı , dennis, ol deck : Kəs 
“ dents hopes (hat, ydipa ğ - Fe à The ax A Ə 


i es 

ol “İq rə dəə sans -— r quire little maintenance, 

spring:“Bids: are to be awarded arda R r “dor ice {Ru park superintendent noted. 
; ble  noted,.. “unless sq 


in earlyApril 1 + 1 sa vit ı .. al "Vie"H see.how this” ə 
0 
Thercoutttwill be: 121 by, ETES long, severely LAON 


"this court, ,we‘ll.u taylı 
Kai bəz à sixdineh “and svstem 0 kek a good-iç vi then: sve” ə 
 bağlked ə. troie i ick in the next one,” Ruble 
pulun. Es - during gskəyeather . wedl| Thesadventure playground at 
We're staVine vi le do a PS y layer." +. Fowler Park was a ‘similar 


“first,” and a second one has 
been’: included “at the “new 
Prairie Creek Park. HS" À 


concrete: Colors Aha heal,” Plans call wi four baskeiball 
Ruble explained. de y) goalstto be: installed, with at 
After... iinspecling:: se Ver. ak] least one scaledido 84 Lo 9-feet, 
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By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Vigo County may have its 
first maple camp next spring, 
according to County Park and 
Recreation Superintendent 
Keith Ruble. He”s found the 
perfect place--Prairie Creek 
Park —and its a natural. 


And he”s found at least 338 
maple trees in the park, which 
could give about 600 taps if the 
vveather is right. 


“You can - get a quart of 
finished syrup per tap in a good 
season,” Ruble said, ““and 1977 
was a very good season.” 

Ruble hastens to add that the 
county park system isr”t plan- 
ning to go into the maple syrup 
business in a big way, just 
break even. The project, which 
has the unanimous endorse- 
ment of the County Park Board, 
will benefit everybody, Ruble 
thinks. 

As an educational tool, the 
maple camp will give school 
children and adults an under- 
standing and appreciation of 
(maybe even participation in) 


the 300- -year-old process of ob- 
taining natural sweetening 
from maple trees. 

Plans call for .a small log 
cabin to house the evaporator 
and other equipment for syrup 
making to be placed on sloping 
ground near a stand of natural 
uncut maples across from the 
maintenance building. Un- 
fortunately, a cabin believed to 
date back to 1816 that had been 
donated to the Park Depart- 
ment for this purpose vvas the 
target of arsonists last week. It 
was to have been moved to the 
park this spring from its loca- 
tion near the Honey Creek 
School. 

At any rate, Ruble is striving 
for authenticity in the maple 
camp, and also plans to fire the 
evaporator with wood. If pos- 
sible, the entire operation will 
be designed so that park vis- 
itors can actually paticipate in 
the maple syrup making proc- 
ess, the superintendent said. 

Ruble reports excellent coop- 
eration from Parke Coünty ma- 
ple syrup entrepreneurs 
Charlie Felkner and Archie 


“dA AY” 


“lalrş El 
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Vigo C 
Foxworthy ih hs efforts to set 
up the first maple camp in Vigo 
County. Foxworthy is the only 
“vrood burning producer” -in 
Parke County, Ruble noted. 

V/here do you buy equipment 
to start up a new “old” proc- 
ess? Ruble, assistant super- 
intendent Chet Burkeybyle and 
Park Board president Max 
Miller journeyed up to Mason, 
Mich., near Lansing, recently, 
to a supply house. Since then, 
they've been pouring over 
catalogs and making lists of 
what they'll need and how 
much it will cost. 

If all goes well, the advance 
planning and preparation now 
will permit a new early spring 
park activity next year. Ruble's 
expertise has been developed 
during his past four years of 


Ts APR 


experience pP his “cottage” 
industry, using maple sap from 
27 trees on his own and a 
neighbor”s property 

His evaporator is fashioned 
from a 55-gallon drum about 10 
inches high, placed over an 
open fire. He uses a “regular 
old milk filter” and, then wife 
Susie finishes up on a stove in 
their house using a hygrometer 
to make sure it's “finished.” 
Susie Ruble also handles the 
“packaging” chores. 

Eventually Ruble hopes to 
build a 1og building for his 
maple syrup operation at home, 
but that won't be until after 
he”s finished his log cabin. 

The Indians were the first to 
use maple sap for sweetening, 
Ruble remarked, and that may 
provide ideas to Vigo County 


aple Cam 


1 0 1977 
school children Hit fourth 
graders) who will be asked to 
submit a name for the sugar 
camp at Prairie Creek Park. 
The winner is to receive a 
gallon of real Vigo County ma- 
ple syrup. Details of the contest 
are to be worked out. Fourth 
graders are required to take a 
unit on Indiana history and the 
maple syrup part fits in nicely. 
as does the Pioneer Village at 
Fowler Park, which is also a 
part of the county park system. 
A film strip is also being 
prepared for use at the park for 
classes and other groups. It will 
depict arts and crafts of 
pioneer days. After the film. 
visitors will then see the log 
cabins and their contents in the 
little village in a new per- 

spective. 
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County offers educational fours 


of bığı ‘syrup making 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Free educational tours on the old 
fashioned process of making maple 
syrup will be available for the next 
few weeks, according to Vigo County 
Park and Recreation Superintendent 
Keith Ruble. 

Vigo County is in the midst of 
preparations for its second annual 
maple syrup operation at Prairie 
Creek Park. If weather conditions are 
favorable, the tours may be sched- 
uled through March 7, Ruble said. 

The activity will be concentrated in 


a log house built last year at Prairie 


Creek Park to house the equipment 
needed to produce maple syrup. 

Horses are used to deliver maple 
sap from the woods to the evaporat- 
ing equipment in the log house. The 
evaporator will be in operation only 
when there is.a sufficient amount of 
sap to fire the oven, Ruble said. 

The art of making maple syrup is 
one of the oldest arts in the United 
States, Ruble explains, noting it 
began over 300 years ago and: was a 
gift to early settlers by the native 
Indians. 
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The park department is keeping 
this old fashioned art alive for the 
historic and educational benefit of the 
children and adults of Vigo County, 
Ruble adds. 

Actually, the county park depart- 
ment is using a combination of old 
and new techniques in the 1979 collec- 
tion of sugar water from the stand of 
maple trees near the log house. 

Of the approximately 700 taps, 
about 650 employ buckets to catch the 
sap. About 50 more taps have been 
made using about 1,500 feet of special 
plastic tubing, Ruble said. These are 
all on a steep hillside at the park. 

The use of plastic tubing was 
pioneered in Vermont some years ago 
and has worked out successfully, the 
park superintendent explained. 

“I”s sterile and sanitary, and 


there”s no chance of debris getting - 


into the sugar water. Also, there”s a 
considerable amount of labor saved 
(an estimated 50 percent of the cost 
of making maple syrup is for labor). 
And, since the tubing flows into large 
collectors, there”s much less damage 
to the ground,” Ruble pointed out. 
Since the tubing system creates its 
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g process 


ovra vacuum, more sap per tap is also 
produced than with the bucket meth- 
od, he added. 


The rule of thumb is one quart of 
finished syrup per tap — “if we have 
a good year,” Ruble qualified that 
statement. 

This year’s yield 7 be about 150 
gallons of maple syrüp, he said. This 
vrill be sold in several size containers. 


Not that the sales vrill create much 
additional revenue for the park de- 
partment, though. Ruble says he 
hopes to break even. 


“VVe had about one-third of the run 
last year,” Ruble commented. 


The cooperation of Mother Nature 
İn providing freezing and thawing 
conditions is critical to the maple 
syrup operation, Ruble explained. 


““Sap will not run each day during 
the maple season, due to temperature. 
variations. When the temperature 
gets 10 degrees or more above freez- 
ing, we get what we call a “sap run." 
This means the sugar water will drip, 
from the trees for two to four days 
and then stops dripping and does not 
start again until it freezes again,” the 
park superintendent said. 

When the sap is collected from the - 
buckets or piping the tubing system, 
it is poured into stationary tanks 
close to the sugar house to be piped 
into the evaporator 

The evaporator is a large pan in 
which the sugar water is heated. The 
concentrated syrup is drawn off from 


“the evaporator into a finishing pan for 


the final step. 


SUGAR TIME — Vigo County Park and Recrea- 
tion Superintendent Keith Ruble has been busy in 
recent doys, making taps on hundreds of sugar 
maple trees at Prairie Creek Park in preparation 
for the second annual maple syrup operation 
here. Larry Owen, district forester from the 


Shakamak forestry office, was on hand to pick up 
a few pointers from Ruble on the syrup making 
process. Tours for school groups are being 
arranged. An authentic log house was built at the 
park last year to house the equipment to produce 


maple syrup. House of Photography 
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Vigo starts maple syrup ca 


By CAROLYN TOOPS RE 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Vigo County is entering into 
“friendly competition” with 
Parke County in maple syrup 
making and marketing this 
year — but it’s going to be on a 
small scale. — 

The action will be at Prairie 
Creek Park in late Febrüary 
and early March. Vigo County , 
Park and Recreation Super- 
intendent Keith Ruble said the 
county park system isn”t plan- 
ning to go into the maple syrup 
business in a big way, just 
”. break even. 

In preparation for the season, 
workmen are completing a log 
- building with a lean-to for the 
whole syrup-making operation. 

This cabin was built in 1858, 
and is a gift to the park depart- 
ment from a Vermillion County 
couple, Mary and Ritchie Har- 


T pə sa t THIS 1S THE PLACE — Workmen are finishing this log cabin at Prairie Creek Park, which 
“ ile the ca Any has = 5 will be the scene in late February and early Mareh of Vigo County”s first maple festival. 
Tİ ape 55 Superintendent Keith Ruble of the County Park and Recrestion Department İs striving for 
£7 "” Lo .. ue z ”  autheuticity in the re-creatior of an old-time maple camp. The cabin dates back to 1358. 11 
i vən 1 ə ə was the gift of Mary and Richie Farrington of Vermillion County. Equipment will be installed 
“əl lurabi “əl ht ə shortiy, so visitors to the park can see the operation of an old-fashioned maple syrup camp. 
P den p “ie DE ULU ış The response to the Pioneer Village at Fowler Park has been so great that Ruble and the 
"əəə pur i th A County Park Board were enthusiastic about the maple camp. Prairie Creek Park is a natural, 
ə pERCESS də t ii ələ as İt has between 350 and 400 sugar maples that can be tapped, Old timers sey the area vas 
ment (costing about $3,800) in- part of an old sugar camp many years ago. 
cludes a large evaporator and a. x onile of Photeltall 
storage tank to hold 400 to 500 “əsdi 
gallons of sugar water. 
Prairle Creek Park is a “nat- : À 
ural” for the maple camp. This (yv” 
" area contains ə large stand of 
sugar maples. Taps vrill be 
” made on 350 to 400 trees, Ruble 
said. 
Sap will flow best, Ruble 
noted , when temperatures get 
down to freezing at night and in 
the 30s and 40s daytimes. The 
freezing and thavring process 
makes for ideal conditions for 
the sap to run. 
One tap per tree will result in 
about a quart of maple syrup — 
: if there's a good flow, Ruble 
said. It takes from 40 to 50 
gallons of sugar water to make 
, a gallon of syrup. 
Another authentic touch will 
be to fire the evaporator with 
wood. An ample supply of 
sassafras has been given to the 
park department to get the 1978 
season started. 


A battery-powered drill will ” Communlty Affairs Fe 
be used to make the taps. To 
collect the sap, the park depart- . = 
ment will be using clear plastic REFERENCE Vigo County Public Library 


containers (about four-gallon DO NOT Cite 5: INT 


capacity) donated by Doxsee 

Foods. . 
And to haul the sap from the 

trees to the maple camp, Junior 


EVAPORATOR 


Hunt and his locally famous 
. tsam of Percherons will assist. 
“Is a lot of vork,” Ruble 
admits, but adds that there's 
not much to do outside in late 
February or early March, and 
the maple festival will be a 


x 


“da —— 


good, interesting,” educational making is a dying art,” Ruble 


and enjoyable activity for en- 
‘tire families. i 
““Basically, maple syrup 


—- 


ARRIVES — Vigo County Park and Recreation Department staffers Steve 


d 


commented, adding that “you 
don”t see it much any more.” 

The tremendous response to 
the Pioneer Village at Fovler 
Park proved to him, Ruble said, 
that people were greatly in- 
terested in a return to things 
past. 

He thinks the small invest- 
ment at Prairie Creek Park 
will be used and enjoyed for 
many years to come. Special 
invitations have been extended 
to Vigo County schools for field 
trips to the park during the 
maple season. . 

The art of making maple 
syrup is one of the oldest arts in 
the United States, Ruble 
pointed out, adding that it 
began over 300 years ago and 
was a gift to the early settlers 
by the native Indians. 

The amount of maple syrup 
to be produced at Prairie Creek 
this yesr will depend on how 
well Mother Nature cooperates 
in prosiding the right weather 
conditicis, Ruble notes that the 
cost runs to $15 to $16 a gallon. 
The syrup will be available in 
pints,-quarts, half gallons and 
gallons, he said. 

The county park board has 
been enthusiastic about the 
mid-winter project and has giv- 
en it unanimous approval. 


z te 


Fonner and Rance Clawson will install this large evaporator, made in Vermont, in the 
county”s first maple camp at Prairie Creek Park. A regular maple syrup-making operation 
will get under way by the end of February. About 350 to 400 sugar maples will be tapped. 
Visitors to the park will be able to take a step backward in time, as they observe the time- 
hoored and timetested process of converting maple san into svrun. 


Ruble has been developing his 
own expertise in making maple 
syrup after several years ex- 
perience with his own ‘cottage 
industry” at his home. 

In planning for a maple camp 
in Vigo County, Ruble received 


County, who also runs an old- 
fashioned, wood-fired opera- 
tion. . 


(high enough to kill a gooc 
many bacteria). 
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Maple s 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Vigo County”s first “crop”” of 1980 
maple syrup has been “harvested” at 
Prairie Creek Park, according to 
County Park and Recreation Superin- 
fendent Keith Ruble. 
“The syrup-making operation began 
Thursday, and will continue as long 
as the sap flows from more than 700 
taps on about 450 sugar maple trees at 
the county park located south of 
Terre Haute. 
+ This is the third year for the maple 
sugar camp at Prairie Creek Park. 
The activity is concentrated in a log 


Ki 


house (Farrington”s Sugar Cabbin) 
originally built in 1858 in Vermillion 
County and ““transplanted”” several 
years ago. 

The park department is keeping the 
oldfashioned art of making maple 
syrup alive for the historic and educa- 
tional benefit of children and adults of 
Vigo County, Ruble stresses. 

Arrangements have been made for 
many school children to tour the 
maple sugar camp during the next 
few weeks, the park superintendent 
said. He advises visitors to ‘‘dress 
warmly and wear waterproof 
footgear.” — 
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The park department is not exactly: 
in the business of making a profit on 
its maple syrup operation, Ruble 
stresses. Usually they break even. An 
estimated 50 percent of the cost of 
making maple syrup is for labor. The. 
finished product is available in 
several size containers — gallon, 
quart and pint. 

Unlike the long-established maple 
festival in Parke County, the Vigo 
County version at Prairie Creek con- 
centrates on how the syrup is made, 


“ vrith a few modern touches added. No 


pancakes, no sausage, nothing com- 


v precis though. 


- The cooperation of Mother Nature 
in providing appropriate freezing and 


Prin conditions is necessary for a 


good maple syrup year. To date, 1980 


"has not been ideal. Ruble is hoping 


For a good cold .night, to provide 
impetus for the peak flow of sugar | 
water. 

For the second year, the park. 
department is using a combination of 
old and new techniques for collecting 
the sap. The old-fashioned way in- 
volves hanging buckets on trees to 
catch the flow. In another part of the 
park, where the hillside is steep, 
another collection system using 
special plastic tubing saves a lot of 
labor and prevents damage to the 
ground. 

. The sugar water flows through the 
tubing into a large collector, and then 
is taken to the sugar cabin. 

The old-fashioned transportation 
system of sap from other parts of the 
woods is provided by Junior Hunt and 
his matched pair of Percherons, Ted 
and Tom, puiling a wagon. They make 
several trips each: “day. 

To fire the evapprator, ash logs 
(cut, split and drieë a year ago) are 
used. Ruble said the wood was ob- 
tained free when the trees were cut 
from Prairie Creek bottoms as part 
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SUGAR CABIN — The maple syrup-making  constructed at Prairie Creek Park several years 
activity is concentrated at this log cabin, originally ago. Earl Slavens, park foreman, on the ladder, 
built in 1858 in Vermillion County and re-  checks logs. Staff Photo/Curt Willis 
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Maple Syrup :) 


Time Machine 


Visitors get a taste of the 
past at the Prairie Creek Park 
log cabin. 


Ah, pure maple syrup -- the taste is 
sweet, but the price is bitter. 

The syrup at $17 a gallon elevates 
mere pancakes to a kingly meal. Even a 
measly pint will reduce three dollar bills 
to four bits. Confesses one of the semi- 
expert taste testers at Prairie Creek Park, 
as he slurps a sip of syrup, most folks 
plain couldn”t tell the difference between 
the homemade variety and that additive- 
laden, store-bought stuff. 

And yet the eight Vigo County Park 
Department men can't turn out the stuff 
fast enough to meet demand. In a world of 
imagination this, concentrated that and 
artifically flavored whatchamacallit, the 
concept of something pure appeals to 
people. The setting where the delicious 
homemade goo is produced adds to the 
mystique. Prairie Creek Park, about 15 
miles south of Terre Haute, is a time 
machine which transports visitors to a 
19th century wilderness and frontier. 

For only two to three weeks a year the 
sap flows in the maple trees. Finicky 
Mother Nature, never known for her 
cooperativeness toward man, must pro- 
vide nights with below freezing tem- 
peratures and days with above freezing 
temperatures for ideal sap conditions. 
Park department staffers comb the steep 
hills thick with trees. They install about 
800 taps on some 400 trees. When the 
weather is right, two black horses draw a 
vat (six feet long and about three feet 
deep) mounted on a wooden sled. A 
peppy coon dog heckles the horses. The 
men empty the buckets from the trees 
into the vat. The horses return the vatto a 
house vvhich, although built in 1978 by 
park department personnel, seemingly 
dates back to the 1850s. 

A suction line dravvs the raw sap out of 
the vat into another one vvithin the house. 
From there it is fed through a furnace vvith 
a brick facade. A man stokes the fur- 
nace by hand with wood. Steam billovvs 
up from the sides of the furnace and fogs 
İhe glasses on people. The steam carries 
the aroma as the steam is piped up a flue. 
The flue is metal, one of the fevv conces- 
sions made in the nearly all wood and 
brick structure. The flue releases a 
billowing cloud of steam announcing that 
the sap season is in progress. 

Visitors exit the house through raisinga 
bolt on a wooden door. As the door closes 
behind them, visitors re-enter the world of 
the 20th Century. İt was fun while it 
lasted. 


The sap will start flowing sometime in 
late February, according to Keith Ruble of 
the Vigo County Park Department. The 
department will sell the syrup for $2.50 a 
pint, $9 a half gallon and $17 for a gallon. 
Call the Park Department at 238-8391 for 
more information on availability of syrup 
as vvell as school tours of Prairie Creek 
Park. 


PARKE COUNTY 
18th Annual 


Maple Fair 


March 1-2 
ROCKVILLE 
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‘Sweet season’ almost here 


Art of making 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The old-fashioned art of making maple syrup is 
alive and well in Vigo County. 

The ‘‘sweet season”” is almost here at Prairie 
Creek Park, as Keith Ruble, Vigo County Park and 

- Recreation superintendent, and park employees 
prepare for several weeks of ‘‘show, taste and tell” 
during the fourth annual ““Maple Sugar Days.” 

It's all free — unless of course, you want to buy 
some of the finished product. 

The exact dates aren’t known yet — but Ruble 
says late February and early March. It all depends 
on Mother Nature”s providing the ideal freezing 
and thawing conditions which cause the sugar 
water to run. 

Tree-tapping was practically completed last 
week. Ruble said. About 400 trees are providing 
some 900 taps. The rule of thumb is one quart of 
finished syrup per tap — in a good year. 

Collection of the sugar water involves a combina- 
tion of old and new techniques. The traditional 
buckets are used to catch the sap in some parts of 
the park, while a collector system of special plastic 
tubing has been installed on a steep hillside. 

Horses are used to pull a gathering tank through 
the woods to collect sap from buckets. The sugar 
water from the tubing system flows into large 
collectors. advantageous because it cuts down on 
labor and prevents damage to the hillside. 

The actual syrup making operation takes place in 
a hand-hewn log house of native white oak built in 
1852 in Vermillion County. It was donated to the 
county park department by Richard Farrington. In 
the reconstruction, a half-basement of creek stone 
from Dearborn County was built. 

Completing the sugar cabin are a stone fireplace, 
a stone arch for the evaporator and a lean-to 
shelter for a processing room. The sap is stored in 
an underground tank at the sugar cabin and then 
pumped up to a gravityflow tank to the evaporating 
pan. 

The syrup-making process continues as water is 
evaporated from the svveet sugar until the boiling 
point reaches 7 degrees Fahrenheit above the 
boiling point of water. The syrup is then filtered 
through two synthetic filters and packaged in 
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“It’s an obsession,” Keith Ruble confesses about 

his predilection for making maple syrup every 
ear. 

4 Before he established the sugar camp at Prairie 

Creek Park in 1978, Ruble had had the benefit of 

several years experience from his own ‘‘cottage 

industry.” 

“1 paid $375 for an evaporating pan and then had 
to build a log house to put it in,” he explained. He 
now makes about 10 to 15 gallons of maple syrup in 
his own sugar camp every year. 

Ruble is running 72 taps from trees at his home 
and from five adjacent properties of neighbors. 

After supervising the syrup-making operation at 
Prairie Creek Park. the county park and recreation 
superintendent then tackles the same work on a 
smaller scale at his home. His vvife, Susie, and the 
kids assist. 


several sizes of glass and plastic containers for sale 
to park visitors. 

Not that the sales will create much additional 
revenue for the park department, though. It's the 
labor that s expensive. The park department just 
hopes to break even. 

Even though the county park department hasn”t 
really announced the 1981 “Maple Sugar Days,” 
Ruble already has four or five advance bookings for 
school group tours. He’il be assisted this year by 
Area Extension Agent John Hancewiez in explain- 
ing the process of making maple syrup, one of the 
oldest arts in the United States. Early settlers 
learned it from native Indians. 

The making öf maple syrup in Vigo County is not 
new by any means, Ruble emphasizes. “Old 
timers”” can recall sugar camps in several 
townships. Mapie sugar and honey were the 
primary sWeeteners up until about 1860, when sugar 
cane became economical to grow, Ruble noted. 

It's best to check with the county park depart- 
ment, 238-8391, to find out when the actual syrup 


SATURDAŞ/ FEBRUARY 14, 1981 7 


di 14 ell 


Slavens, 


TREE-TAPPING TIME — Earl 
foreman at Prairie Creek Park, holds a 
plastic bucket to catch maple sap as Forrest 


“Frosty” Whitkanack, a Green Thumb 
worker, drills a three-inch deep taphole in 
a maple tree as part of the Vigo County 
Park and Recreation Deportment”s Maple 
Sugar Days coming up soon. 


making is in progress during the next few weeks. 

Brochures about ‘‘Maple Sugar Days” will be 
available next week, Ruble said. They also contain 
a map showing location of de park in southwestern 
Vigo County. 
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